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Dear Ms Duncan

By and through the undersigned counsel, the National Republican Congressional
Committee (“"NRCC”) and Keith Davis, as Treasurer, hereby responds to the complant
filed m the above-captioned matter by the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Commuttee (“DCCC™)

The complamt 18 a political document, loaded with inappropnate and sophomonic
allusions completely irrelevant to the legal athand And of course, the filing of the

complamnt was accompanied by the usual publicity and force-fed news coverage

But 1t 1s that same news coverage that demonstrates why the complaint should be
dismussed The DCCC tnies to clam that certmin television adverhisements that
referenced a federal candidate and sponsored by Freedom's Watch, were somehow
coordinated with Respondents In support, the DCCC pomts to metadata found 1n an
electronic copy of the script of Freedom’s Watch According to the complaint, this
metadata includes the acronym “NRCC” 1 the “Title” field of the electromc file Far
from establishing a violation of some sort, even the DCCC concedes that “[1]t 18
impossible to know from the available facts the exact nature of the relationship between
the NRCC and the Freedom's Watch scnipt "
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Fortunately, subsequent news coverage shines hght on the 1ssue, and establishes
that no mpermussible coordination occurred  Accordmg to several news reports, the
clectrome file “was creatod by an outside vendor who used the same Microsoft Word
template for multiple chents ” GOP accused of FEC wolation, Activist group hinked to
ad, The Washington Times, Apnl 17, 2008 Tius outmde vendor had been a media vendor
for the NRCC during the 2006 election cycle (but 1s no longer and has not been at any
pomt dunng the 2008 election cycle) He explumed on the record that “he pulled up an
old template from his NRCC days and wrote the Lommana script over 1t, then saved the
file and sent 1t to the TV stattons ™ Democrats Accuse GOP Campaign Arm of Covertly
Wniting Ad, The Washington Post, Apnl 16,2008 Thus, the Freedom’s Watch script was
not based upon any sort of knowledge of the mternal needs, plans or strategies of a
campauign, nor was their any substantial discussion between Freedom's Watch and the
NRCC rogarding the ad !

In conclusion, nerther the NRCC nor any officer or agent of the NRCC
coordinated any commumecations with Freedom's Watch m connection with any federal

election, including the special election m Lowsiana  Accordingly, the complmnt fuls to
allege any violation of the Act and should be dismissed

Respectfully,

Bh NG L

Elizsbeth N Beacham, Counsel

National Republican Congressional Comxmttee
Keith Davis, Tressurer

! In fact, there was no discussion The complamt also attempts 10 assign some sigmficance to the clamm that
the last person who edited the script was “cfort1 * Although a former employee of the NRCC, Mr Fort left
the NRCC st the end of the 2006 election cycle, and has not been mvolved with the NRCC m any capacily
since (whether as employee, consultant, volunteer, etc ) According to news reports, Carl Fort: 18 now
employed by Freedom's Watch
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The Washmgton Times
Apnl 17, 2008 Tharsdy
GOP accused of FEC violation;
Activist group linked to ad

BYLINE: By Sean Lengell and Carme Sheffield, THE WASHINGTON TIMES
SECTION- NATION, A06
LENGTH 527 words

‘The House Democratic fundrumsing arm yesterday filed a complamt with the Federal Election Conmission accusmg its
Republican counterpast of illegally colluding with a conservative advocacy group on campaign activities

The Damocratic Congressional Campaign Comnutise (DCCC) says the National Republican Congressional Commities
(NRCC) and the nonprofit group Freedom’s Watch violated foderal eloction laws by workmg together on a telovision
wummmmmwammnmmmm

The DCCC says a Macrosoft Word computer file of the ad sent t0 a Lousiana TV statton contamed an electronic
dentifier with the name Carl Forts, 8 Freedom's Watch official and a former NRCC employes

Politcal committees are basred from coordmating with outsade groups on ads that refer to federal candidates
mnmﬁm

* We call opon the Commission to conduct an inmedhate and completo mvest:igation to determme just how the NRCC
came to be mvoived m tins ad, and to determme the nature of the relationshp between the party commuties and the shadowy
outnde group that does 1ts budding, * DCCC Executive Drrector Brian Wolff wrote m a letter to the Federal Election
Commusmon (FEC) "The Commmumon should sesk myunctive rehef and the highest penaities allowed by law

The NRCC says the case 1s full of overtones of conspiracy theores and has no substance

* The DCCC thunks they see black helicopters, " saxd NRCC spokesman Ken Spam " All of therr politically motivated
efforts wall not distract from the fisct that thear hand-picked candydate hes a long and public record of rammg taxes *

A spokesman for Fresdom's Watch saud the electronic identifier with Mr Fortr's name was created by an cutside vendor
who used the ssme Microsoft Word template for multiple chents The spokesman saud the two groups have not coordmated
On SNy cCEmpaignng

* 1 thunk thus 18 a sensstional complamt that gets very bormg very quickly when you hear the other side of the story, *
saud Freedom's Watch spokesman Ed Patru " IK's a preposterous charge It's stuff that they're gong to use for fundrassers *

Republicans add that even the DCCC's letier to the FEC says that * 1t's impossible to know from the avaulable facts the
exact nature of the relationship between the NRCC and the Freedom's Watch script *

Freedom's Watch, described by some as the conservative answer to the liberal group MoveOn org, spent milhons of
advertising dollars last year promoting the Bush admunstration’s Iraq war efforts

The DCCC, whuch hes a large fundrasing advantage over the NRCC, has been bracmg for Freedom's Watch to take &
more active role m congressional races this year

htto //www lexisnexis com nroxv lthrarv 1hm edu/us/Inacademc/deliverv/PrmtDaoc do?from GPOHONR
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NRCC Chaxman " Tom Cole may have gotten lus wish when Freedom's Watch came o the NRCC's rescuns, but
breakng the law will be the NRCC's worst mghtmare, * Mr Wolff smd

I¢'s not clear what penaities the NRCC fiaces if the FEC finds violations of the law The agency’s board has discrehon to
muposs penaitwes

‘The case will have to wast for a quorum on the six-member board, which 13 down to two members
LOAD-DATE- Apnl 17, 2008
LANGUAGE. ENGLISH

PUBLICATION-TYPE Newspaper

htto //www lexasnexis com proxv hibrarv 1hu edu/us/Inacademic/deliverv/Printhoc do?from 6722008
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She Washlngton Post
washinglonpost.com

m—

The Washmngton Post
Apnil 16, 2008 Wodnesday
Suburban Ediron

Democrats Accuse GOP Campaign Arm Of Covertly Writing Ad

" BYLINE. Paul Kane, Washmgton Post Staff Writer

SECTION® A-SECTION, Pg A03
LENGTH 470 words

Democratic Party officials smd they will fils & complamt today with the Federal Election Commussion alleging that &
conservative political group has illegally coordmated 1ts advertising with a Republican Party campaign committes m advance
of a May 3 special elaction | Lommana

‘The Democratic Congressional Campaign Commuttes, the fundraising and canipaign arm for House Democrats, alleges
that the scnipt for a television ad purchased by Freedom's Watch, an independent conservative politsical commsties, can be
traced to the National Repubhcan Congressional Committes

Foderal clection lsws prolubst the mdependent group from coordmating its efforts with the NRCC, the campaign arm of
House Republicans, or any political candadate

The Democratic officials saxd the advertismg script camned an electronic identifier that shows it ongmated m the

* Repubhican commuttes

"Freedom's Watch 1s coming to the NRCC's rescue The problem 1s that they're domng it illegally,” ssd DCCC

anmmwmmwhm "own document clearly shows that the script of their ad came from

The DCCC will file the FEC complamt, Wolff saxd
mmmuuMmmnmmmummumw It accuses state
n.?::” Cazayoux, the Democratic nomines to replace former congressman Rachard H Baker (R-La ), of supportmg

Cazayoux 1s 1n a tight race with former state representatrve Woody Jenkins for a seat traditionally held by Republicans

Baker remgned m Februsry to take a Job as a lobbyst

The DCCC has & cash advantage of more than $30 mllion over the NRCC and expects to use some of it on Cazayoux's
behalf over the next three weeks

Patrsck McCarthy, the media consultant who wrote the Cazayoux ad for Freedom's Watch, saxd sn mnocent mistaks
caused the document to appear as if it came from the NROC McCathy, who diud consulting work for the NRCC for s

. ylln-dhpulhdupnolddmﬁmhuNRCCtyn.ﬂMhmedmmn.hmdhﬂb

and sent it to the TV statioli™ S
—

"It's absurd on the fice of it They're grasping st straws 1f they're saymg recycimg an old Word document 1s illegal,” saxd

httn /Avww lexamnexis com nenxv lihrarv ihn edn/ne/inacademic/deliverv/PantDne dna?fimm RNNONR
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MecCarthy, who now works at Designated Market Modia

*The DCCC 1 delumonal," added NRCC spokesmean Ken Spam

Freedom's Watch was lsunched last summer with a focus on the kg war and mtemational :ssues, but m recent months
has spent money on domestsc :suss, mciuding a seres of ads focusmg on illegal snmsgration before a special election m
Olno A Republican won that race

Freedom's Watch 13 now run by Carl Forti, who spent most of this decade overseemg hundreds of nullons of dollars m
TV campaigns for the NRCC, snd Ed Patru, & former NRCC commumostions aide

LOAD-DATE: Apnil 16, 2008
LANGUAGE. ENGLISH
DISTRIBUTION Muxyland

" PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newspaper

Copynight 2008 The Washmgton Post

hitn /Awrwrw lextanexie com v library ihm adn/me/inacademir/delverv/PrntNine An?7fnm KNPNNNR
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NAME OF COUNSEL" . —
FIRM h :

aporess.___ 220 Flrsh Shed SC
Wavefin, b, 7008

TELEPHONE- OFFicE (222 431 - J0VA
Fax (B2 g4 - W58

The above-named individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my
counse! and is authorized to receve any nobifications and other commumnications
from the Commission and to act on my behalif before the Commission

_LZ_E.*—W 7 : Zinnace, Tangivece
Date Title

Chent Sipnature
nmnoemmum_&ﬂﬁeﬂdi&mgmm_
(Please Print)

Aooress. 3% Fnst Shuk SE
!m@m M 2603

TELEPHONE- HOME (222 ) 434 -T000
susiness (W3 -

information ie beng scught as part of an mvestigation being conducied by the Federal Election
Commission and the confidentuiity provisions of 2U 8 C § 437g(a)(12XA) spply This saction
prohibita making public any investigsiion conducted by the Federsl Election Commission without
the express writien consent of the person under investigation

Rev 2000



